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Cathy L. Walker…writing as Cathy Drinkwater Better
Eldersberg, Maryland 21784

www.cathydrinkwaterbetter.com

WORK HISTORY

2002-Present
Editor, The Medical Bulletin, Black Ink Media LLC, Frederick, Md.
Compile and edit all copy for several geographically designed editions of a newspaper for physicians, hospitals. (Editions: Greater Baltimore metro area; Washington, D.C./Montgomery County, Md., metro area; Northern Virginia; and San Francisco Bay area) Skills used include: computer editing and text conversion; creation and use of style guide, use of industry style manuals, print and online resources; knowledge of medical/scientific terminology; copy marking, proofreading, checking; formatting, and type specifications; management of and communication with writers/contributors, medical society executives, hospital administrators, and media officers; meeting deadline-driven schedules, quality and quantity standards; issue management tasks. 
Co-Owner and Publisher, Black Cat Press, Eldersburg, Md.
Co-owner of a small press producing limited-edition, soft-cover collector’s item volumes of Asian-form poetry and art. Edit, design, layout, interface with authors/artists, and project-manage all phases of production. Projects range from individual poets’ illustrated collections to anthologies of work by local and national membership poetry societies.

2000-2001
       Journal Production Ed., Cadmus Professional Communications, Linthicum, Md.
Copyedited and redacted for specialized medical journals. Skills used included computer editing with specialized programs; use of style sheets, industry style manuals (included BCE and AMA), print and online resources; knowledge of medical/scientific/technical terminology; copy marking, proofreading, checking; printers’ terminology, formatting, and type specs; contact with authors, account managers, and independent contractors; folios, TOC, and indices; quality checking; meeting deadline-driven schedules; meeting performance, quality, and quantity standards.

1997-2000
Editorial Director, Ottenheimer Publishers, Inc., Owings Mills, Md.

Managed editorial department for book producer/packager with international customer-base. Coordinated projects with Art, R&D, and Production. Hands-on editorial management of diverse new books and reprints (children’s, health, adult nonfiction, licensed material, cookbooks, reference, etc.). Acquisitions/submissions. Recruited/hired freelancers, temporary and permanent employees. Developed/maintained working relationships with client publishers, authors, freelancers. Wrote original book proposals, text, cover notes and copy, sell sheets. R&D, new product. Skills used included: substantive, copy, and line editing (Chicago style); proofreading; creative writing; knowledge of copyrights, imprints, licensing, and bar codes; project management from original concept to finished product; multi-tasking (simultaneous diverse projects in all stages of production); managed translation of British and foreign-language material.

1995-Present
       Book Author (writing as Cathy Drinkwater Better; please inquire for complete  list)
Since 1995, have had a soft-cover, illustrated collection of humor columns commercially published (Don’t Hit Your Brother With Your Mouth Full, Acme Press) and Asian-form poetry (by Los Hombres Press, Astute Platypus Press, Black Cat Press). Have written more than 50 children’s books to date, including religious and secular, licensed characters and series (including Sesame Street, Cuddly Beasties, the “Dear God” series), and hard-cover children’s picture books (for publishers including Broadman & Holman, Concordia Publishing House) and boardbooks, die-cuts, pop-ups, and novelty books with special visual and/or sound features (for publishers including Flying Frog Publishing, Better Than Broccoli Books, and Paradise Press). Wrote adult/family-oriented knowledge/trivia hardcover (Test Your Bible IQ, Random House Value Publishing).
1994-1997
Writer/Communications Specialist, Maryland Classified Employees Association, Baltimore, Md.
Newspaper reporter/photographer; topics included legislative and personnel issues, features, union activities. Wrote brochures, press releases, newsletters, official communications, ad copy, and other informational and promotional materials. Computer typesetting, layout, design. Editing and copy editing (Associated Press style), proofreading. Public relations. Special events planner. Advertising sales for MCEA publications. Printing press, bindery, mail room tasks. Back-up switchboard operator. 

1980-Present
Instructor/Speaker/Program Facilitator (paid and volunteer)

Mentor: One-on-one, creative writing and publishing; 1990-present
Program coordinator: Creative Writing Club; Linton Springs Elementary School, 2002-2004
Presenter: Society of Children’s Book Writers & Illustrators (Pittsburgh, Pa.) annual conference, 1999

Guest speaker: College of Notre Dame, Renaissance Institute (Baltimore, Md.), 1997-present

Program facilitator: Balto. Co. continuing education programs (writing, martial arts), 1992-2001

Program facilitator: Balto. Co. Dept. of Aging, creative writing, 1993-1994; Dept. of Recreation and Parks, 3- to 4-year-old preschool program, 1980-1981

Speaker, instructor, book signings: Schools; groups, churches, bookstores, agencies, 1989-present

Instructor: Martial arts, Balto. & Carroll Co. Rec & Parks (shorinji-ryu kenko kan karatedo, t’ai chi;); Baltimore Tennis & Fitness (t’ai chi); 1986-2007
1975-Present
Freelance Writer/Editor (Writing as Cathy Drinkwater Better; inquire for publications  list)

Humor columnist (1984-present; local, regional, national). Columnist, reporter, features writer, and photographer for community, regional, national, and organizational and corporate periodicals (1984-2001). Writer and poet, juvenile and adult, for print and on-line magazines and journals in the U.S.A. and abroad, including Canada, Great Britain, Australia, Japan, Romania, Ireland (1976-present). Editor, copy editor, proofreader, keyboarder (1993-present). Newsletter editor, writer, for schools, organizations, individuals, corporations (1975-1985). Technical consultant and contributing editor, women’s martial arts magazine (1991-1996).

EDUCATION

Towson University, Towson, Md.
Essex Community College, Baltimore, Md. 
Towson Stratford School, Towson, Md..

Dulaney High School, Cockeyville, Md. 
ADDITIONAL TRAINING & CERTIFICATION

· Mavis & Moore Desktop Publishing Seminar; layout and design seminar, 1996
· Humanizing the Adult Learning Experience; Baltimore County Adult, Alternative and Continuing Education-sponsored instructors’ seminar, 1993
· The Creative Teacher in the Creative Classroom; Baltimore County Adult, Alternative and Continuing Education-sponsored instructors’ seminar, 1993
AWARDS & RECOGNITION include:

· Maryland-Delaware-District of Columbia Press Association Editorial Awards, since 1988 (April 23, 2010, received fifth consecutive first-place for local column, humor/feature; The Carroll Eagle)
· Seed Pearls Haibun and Tanka Awards (poetry; Australia)

· Robert Frost Festival of Poetry Haiku Award (Key West, Fla., Heritage Foundation)
· Francine Porad Haiku Award, Washington Poets Association, 2004

· Society of Professional Journalists, Maryland Professional Chapter (humor column)
· LCNI, Inc., Editorial Awards Competition (humor column)
· The Catholic Press Association Journalism Awards (poetry)
· Shadow Poetry/Zen Garden Haiku Competition

· HaigaOnline Competition (poetry)

MEMBERSHIP ORGANIZATIONS

· Haiku Canada (2005-present)

· Haiku Poets of Central Maryland, Co-founder (2004-present)

· World Haiku Association (2002-2005)

· SPIN (Senior Provider Information Network); Board of Directors, Member at-Large (2002)

· Tanka Society of America (Charter Member, 2000-present)

· Society of Children’s Book Authors and Illustrators (1999-2000)

· Towpath Haiku Society (1996-2009)

· Shorinjiryu Shinzen Kyokai U.S. Karatedo Association (1996-1999)

· Haiku Society of America (1989-present)

· Phi Theta Kappa (National Honor Society of the Junior College, inducted 1972)

