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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Eldersburg, Md., April 15, 2008
Eagle Columnist Better Receives

Robert Frost Poetry Festival Haiku Prize
Cathy Drinkwater Better—pen name of Eldersburg resident Cathy Walker—has been awarded Second Place in the 14th Annual Robert Frost Poetry Festival Haiku Contest, sponsored by the Heritage House Museum in Key West, Florida. Better was awarded a certificate and a monetary prize by proxy at an awards ceremony held in Key West on Sunday, April 13. During the ceremony, all of the winning poems were read aloud to the audience. 
This is not Better’s first time receiving an award in the Frost Haiku Contest; she also entered the competition in 2005 and placed third.

This year’s Robert Frost Festival of Poetry took place April 9 through 13 at the Heritage House and other locations around Key West, and included poetry workshops, readings, international poetry and haiku contests, art, film, a poetry “slam,” a poetry sunset sail, and more. Sponsors of the event included AT & T, the Florida Keys Council of the Arts, and the Monroe County Tourist Development Council.
Better learned of her award from Frost Festival Committee member Janelle Barrera, who contacted her by e-mail on April 3. The final judges for this year’s haiku competition, which received a total of 196 entries, were Lee Gurga and Charles Trumbull, both world-renowned haiku poets and scholars. 

Better, a longtime journalist, editor, and children’s book author, writes the bi-weekly “For Better or Worse” humor column for the Eagle. She is the recipient of numerous writing honors, including a number of award for her column from the Maryland-Delaware-District of Columbia Press Association.
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