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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Carroll county columnist cATHY DRINKWATER bETTER

NOMINATED FOR PUSHCART LITERARY PRIZE
New book of poetry by Drinkwater Better

and Belgian poet Geert Verbeke released in December
Cathy Drinkwater Better, an award-winning columnist with two of Carroll County’s community newspapers, was nominated recently for this year’s Pushcart Prize by the editorial staff of Magnapoets, a literary journal published in Ontario, Canada, and headed up by editor-in-chief Aurora Antonovic. The work chosen for nomination was an English-language tanka—a thousands-of-years-old Japanese form—which begins, “barely march….” The poem was published in the January 2010 issue of Magnapoets. 
 The “Pushcart Prize – Best of the Small Presses” series has been published each year since 1976. It is considered the most honored literary project in America and has represented hundreds of presses and thousands of writers of poetry, essays, and short stories over the years in their collections. The prize is sponsored by Pushcart Press of Wainscott, New York; Bill Henderson is the publisher/editor of the series.
In their nomination, the editors cited Drinkwater Better’s “adept and prudent” writing style, adding that the poem “delivers a wallop of a message about hard choices in just five lines.”
Writers who were first noticed here include: Raymond Carver; Tim O’Brien; Charles Baxter; Andre Dubus; Susan Minot; Mona Simpson; and John Irving, to name only a few. Each year, the majority of writers and many of the small presses are new to the series.

Pushcart Prize editions can be found in most libraries and bookstores. The Pushcart Prize Fellowships is an endowment for The Pushcart Prize.

In addition, Drinkwater Better’s first collaborative work of poetry with well known Belgian poet, artist, and photographer Geert Verbeke was released in mid-December 2010 by Empty Sky publishers, in Flanders, Belgium. The first copies hit U.S. shores just before the end of the year.

The title of the collection, HIBIKI, is Japanese for “reverberation…[such as] music or thunder,” explains Verbeke. The book contains two sections of 72 haiku, one devoted to each poet’s work. All of the work in HIBIKI  is new, never having been previously published in print or online anywhere. 

The Haiku Society of America defines haiku as “a short poem that uses imagistic language to convey the essence of an experience of nature or the season intuitively linked to the human condition.” Haiku originated in Japan hundreds of years ago; when composed in Western languages, it is often written in three short lines and should, optimally, contain no more than 17 syllables. 

Better’s haiku—including haiku-related forms such as haiga and haibun, and tanka—have been published in literary journals, newspapers, and online poetry Web-journals for more than 20 years. Her work has appeared in print in the U.S. as well as in Great Britain, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, Romania, and Canada. Better takes her inspiration from the world around her, celebrating or bringing into the light the singular, the surprising, the unexpected moments of sudden discovery and realization which can be found even in most familiar or limited of environments.

Besides poetry, Drinkwater Better is also known as a book author—primarily of children’s books—as well as a journalist, freelance writer and humorist, and editor in her own right. She and her husband, Doug Walker, own Black Cat Press, which publishes limited-edition collections of Japanese-form poetry and art by authors and illustrators from across the U.S. and overseas.
HIBIKI, is currently available exclusively through the poets. Contact Drinkwater Better at cbetter@juno.com, or Verbeke at haikugeert@skynet.be for details on obtaining copies signed by one or both poets.
Author photos available upon request. 
For media inquiries or to arrange an interview with the poet(s), contact: Cathy Drinkwater Better (Walker) at 410-795-0703; or by e-mail at cbetter@juno.com. 
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