PAGE  
PAGE  

[image: image1.wmf]
The Dragonfly
Newsletter of the Haiku Poets of Central Maryland

Volume 8, No. 5                                                                     August 2011

A

s a kind of “dry run” for the HSA’s fourth-quarter meeting, which we’re hosting December 2–4, 2011, the Haiku Poets of Central Maryland (HPCM) meet at the Bon Secours Spiritual Center (BSSC), in Marriottsville, MD, on Saturday, June 25, 2011. In attendance were: Elizabeth Fanto (Timonium, MD); Ginny Leidig (Joppa, MD); Tony Nasuta (Timonium, MD; yours truly, Cathy Drinkwater Better (Eldersburg, MD); and new member Mark Brager (Columbia, MD). We also have another new member who was unable to attend the June 25th, Melanie Brown of Harwood, MD. We hope to see her soon!
After a delicious luncheon at 12:00 noon, in BSSC’s lovely dining room, we held our regular meeting in one of the center’s second-floor meeting areas. With picture windows on three sides, we had a lovely view of the Japanese garden, as well as the surrounding Maryland landscape. 
[image: image2.jpg]



Overlooking the Japanese garden at Bon Secours Spiritual Center.
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After a delicious luncheon in the BSSC dining room, we adjourned to the meeting area where we opened with a round of poems read aloud. A selection:

desert highway
stacks of Native blankets

made in China

~ Mark
standing guard
his mate eats

my grass

~ Ginny
lunch with her ex—
biting off more

than she can chew


~ Elizabeth
new buds
on the willow

weeping in the rain


~ Tony
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A

fter giving our newest member, Mark, a warm welcome, the better part of the June 25th meeting was spent going over plans for the upcoming fourth-quarter Haiku Society of America (HSA) meeting we’re hosting at Bon Secours Spiritual Center Friday, December 2, through Sunday, December 4. We went over the meeting agenda and discussed presentations and other activities—such as a choice of ginkos—that we’re making available to meeting participants. The BSSC campus is so beautiful and serene, that we’re sure it will even be lovely come December.
Ginny was offered the job of Official HSA Fourth-quarter Meeting Photographer and promptly accepted. Elizabeth and Cathy agreed to plan a poetry reading by Central Maryland-and Potomac Watershed (D.C., Northern Virginia, etc.)-area haiku poets. We’re hoping that our recently relocated (to N.J.) member, Hazel Witherspoon (We miss you, Hazel!) is still going to be able to create “swag baskets” for visiting HSA members; and Tony is our all-around, making-sure-everything-goes-smoothly guy. 

Of course, ALL members of HPCM as very welcome to help in planning or executing any or all of the meeting activities. To volunteer your time and talents, contact Tony at anasutajr@comcast.net; Elizabeth at efanto@verizon.net, or Cathy at cbetter@juno.com (or call me at 419-795-0703) as soon as possible. Tell us what you’d like to do, or where your special talents lie, and we’ll put you to work! For example, we need friendly HPCM folks to greet those meeting attendees who plan to arrive at BSSC on Friday evening, December 2; as well as to be there each morning of the meeting to say hi, give out agendas, information, directions, etc. Any takers? 
Quick member news note: since the meeting, Cathy learned that she had won third place in this year’s Tanka Society of America tanka contest. I ought to do more things on a whim!
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Below you will find a sampling of the poems workshopped at the June 25th HPCM meeting. No names have been changed to protect the innocent; they’re on their own. Haiku followed by an asterisk (*) were sent to us for the meeting by email.
[image: image9.wmf] a grey day/portent of rain/the downspout is fixed (Tony)

Responses: Readers wanted more: was the poet glad that the downspout was fixed because it was going to rain; or did the poet fix the downspout at the last minute because rain was in the forecast? And what was wrong with the downspout—could the poet be more specific? We talked about the difference between “fixed” and “unclogged,” as far as creating the most vivid and specific image for the haiku; and we wondered whether both “a grey day” and “portent of rain” were both necessary? A suggested revision, with the poet’s input: portent of rain/unclogging/the downspout. 
[image: image10.wmf] sweat blurs/the locked window—/heat index rising (Mark)
Responses: Again, readers felt that the poem was too ambiguous; we wanted more information in order to “get” the image being drawn. Was “sweat” being used in place of “condensation,” the way a glass containing a cold drink might sweat in summer heat? Was it a house window? A car window? And why is the heat index rising—is it a factual representation of the way the day’s heat feels, or is the “heat index” rising inside a house or a car? Does the sweat on the window blur one’s vision, or does it roll down the pane, or is it in the act of forming on the window pane? Some ambiguity, in certain cases, works well in a haiku; but too much ambiguity can sabotage the poet’s ability to communicate his or her vision. After getting more information from the poet, one suggested revision: heat index/sweat blurs/the stuck window.
[image: image11.wmf] at the funeral’s end/we all throw paper airplanes/because he loved to (Anne)*

Responses: Readers felt that ending the poem on a preposition weakened it; and also that the same ideas, such as in line 1, could be expressed more briefly without losing any of the meaning. Fixes for both of those concerns included the following suggested revision: funeral’s end/throwing paper airplanes/because he loved them [or “as he loved to do”].
[image: image12.wmf] doggie hugs and kisses/smiling face/hidden pain [Ginny (Please correct me if I’m wrong on the poet’s name; I flunked handwriting all through school.)]
Responses: These seemed like three individual images; in order to bring out the haiku in this poem, the poet might try combining two images into one, which could then be clearly juxtaposed with the other. It was also suggested that line 1 be shortened to “doggie kisses,” because that’s an image everyone can picture, while “doggie hugs” aren’t as common an image or phrase. We assumed that the person smiling, whom the dog was kissing, was the one hiding either physical or emotional pain in that moment. A possible revision: doggie kisses/beneath [or “behind”] her smile/ hidden pain.
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T

he next meeting of the Haiku Poets of Central Maryland will be held on SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2011, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., at the home of Cathy Drinkwater Better, 613 Okemo Drive, Eldersburg, MD 21784. We’re hoping to finalize, check and double-check, and basically set in stone all plans and agenda for the HSA meeting at BSSC in December. But we’ll also be reading haiku aloud, doing a workshop, and any other haiku-related activities we can fit into two hours. So bring your poems (and send them to us if you can’t make it to the meeting). It’s all about the haiku. 
Well, OK, it’s not ALL about the haiku. It’s also about the food. Snacks and beverages will be provided; but feel free to bring munchies to share, if you’d like to.
For directions or more information, email me at cbetter@juno.com, or call 410-795-0703. Hope to see you there!
Cathy Drinkwater Better (Walker)

cbetter@juno.com
August 15, 2011

The Dragonfly is distributed by email wherever possible to members, haiku friends,
and those who have expressed an interest in HPCM; otherwise, it is sent by first-class U.S. mail. 
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