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n Saturday, February 19, 2011, the Haiku Poets of Central Maryland (HPCM) met at the home of Ginny Leidig, in Joppa, MD. We gathered on the Leidig’s in-door sun porch, overlooking a tributary of the Gunpowder River, which flows into the Chesapeake Bay. Not only was the view lovely and inspiring, but we had the pleasure of those in attendance: Tony Nasuta and Elizabeth Fanto, both from Timonium, MD; Hazel Witherspoon, from Baltimore City; and, of course, yours truly (Cathy Drinkwater Better (Walker), from Eldersburg, MD—I caught a ride with Elizabeth so I wouldn’t get lost).

Several members joined us via mail and e-mail with greetings and/or poems to share: Karen VanOstrand (Sykesville, MD); Rajib Phukan (Guwahati, Assam, India); Geert Verbeke (Flanders, Belgium); Susan and Dave Barnett (Glen Burnie, MD); and Kirsty Karkow (Waldoboro, ME) generously sent a second box of haiku and tanka books, leaflets, journals, and chapbook for us. (Although the box was relatively immediately cannibalized, there are still some materials left—as well as from the last gift-box Kirsty sent us, if anyone is interested.) And former HPCM’er Mary Zan Warren sent a “Hi, everyone!” all the way from Texas. 
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F
ollowing are some of the haiku read aloud at the February meeting. An asterisk (*) denotes a poem sent to us from afar. Enjoy!
paper lantern

the crocus moon

through a veil of clouds


~ Tony 

negative friend

after her phone call

a cold beer


~ Elizabeth

in the tea house

the scent of ginger

two old monks


~ Geert*

little cyclone

swirling water

sink drains


~ Ginny

midnight melancholy

in my window

a melting moon


~ Karen*

last day at the plant

love and hate together

as I walk out the door


~ Hazel

tale of cherry from a nameless bird
only stars listening

in autumn night


~ Rajib*

cold day-moon

the granddaughter lost to me

turned 15 today


~ Cathy
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2011 ASW Award Competition: Winners in, Stats Calculated: With this year’s Anita Sadler Weiss Memorial Haiku Awards Competition a done deal, and the winners in hand (but still secret until they have all been notified) Elizabeth brought us a report on the facts and figures of the contest: We received a total of 269 individual haiku from 45 people living in 20 U.S. states and four countries. A few entrants sent extra money for return postage, so we received a total of $271. It was decided that, since a total of $300 in prize-money offered, and we incur costs for the awards in addition to the actual prizes—such as certificates, printing up winners’ sheets, postage, etc.—that this year we would—unfortunately—have to exercise our prerogative (sadly) and reduce the first-, second-, and third-place prize money just a little. 
New Member: Since the February meeting, we have gained a new member: Michael Morell, of Haverstown, PA. Some of you might remember him from when he attended a meeting at Tony’s house a while back. Welcome, Mike, from all of us at HPCM! 
Poem Sheet 2010 in National Haiku Archives: Earlier this year (I may have forgotten to mention this) we received a letter from Gary Kurutz, Principle Librarian, Special Collections, at the California State Library, thanking us for sending copies of the shortest day to be added to the library’s American Haiku Archives “and made available for research as part of the Library’s Special Collections.” You are quite welcome, Gary. It’s an honor to be included.
UPDATE and DISCUSSION: HSA Quarterly Meeting, December 2011: The rest of the meeting was spent discussing the upcoming Haiku Society of America fourth quarterly meeting in the Central Maryland/Baltimore area in December. It’s an honor for HPCM to have been asked to plan and host this meeting, and we look forward to meeting the HSA executive committee and HSA members from around the country. A tentative agenda, including presentations, free time, outings, and gatherings was created by Tony. We talked about the possibility of one or more esteemed members of the greater haiku community giving a talk or leading the workshop session, and Cathy will twist a few arms—er, I mean, ask nicely—if they would like to take us up on that. We will announce all presenters, etc., as soon as we’ve talked them into it. Of course, we ALSO welcome any and all offers of help from all of our wonderful HPCM members.
Tony negotiated a terrific arrangement with the Bon Secours Spiritual Retreat and Conference Center (Marriottsville, MD) for the three-day gathering. All the papers have been signed and it’s a go for Friday, December 2, through Sunday, December 4.  Please refer to the enclosed registration information sheet for all details. There are a limited number of rooms (one- or two-person occupancy per room) on site; and a variety of very nice hotels nearby, should anyone wish to take advantage of that option. For those who live within driving distance (e.g., the Center is 46 miles from Washington, D.C.; and 35 miles from Bethesda, MD), there is a day-option, including meals. All the information is also being publicized by HSA to all its members.
Those who went on the initial visit and tour at the Center are creating a special thank-you gift from HPCM for the staff at Bon Secours for all their help and their warmth and kindness. Each poet who went on tour wrote a haiku about their time there. We made suggestions on the poems and their arrangement against the background of a lovely photo on of the group took of the Center’s snow-covered meditation maze (I’m sorry; I’ve forgotten who took the photo.) The poems will be used anonymously; and after being framed, this “group haiga” will be presented to Lorraine (Rainey) Taylor, Lynn Lieberman, from HPCM to Bon Secours and its staff. 
We are planning a haiku reading at the HSA meeting by members of HPCM. We encourage all members to take part, even those members unable to attend this quarterly meeting. You can send haiku to be read on your behalf by one of us there—you might even want to specify your stand-in reader! 
Please check out all the attached reservations-info page and start making plans to come to the HSA quarterly meeting in December. Also attached is the weekend’s tentative agenda. We hope to have a great turn-out and a rollicking good time (well, as rollicking as a bunch of haiku poets can get, anyway). 
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Somehow we still managed to squeeze in a brief (anonymous) workshop. A few highlights:
[image: image8.wmf] on the plane/someone behind me/peels and orange (Elizabeth)

Responses: No changes. Everyone agreed that the delightful smell of an orange came through loud and clear! 
[image: image9.wmf] full moon/diffused by lacy clouds/pulsates slowly (Hazel)

Responses: Because of the word “pulsates,” we asked Hazel to explain what she had seen. She said that the clouds, passing before the moon, seemed to make it shrink and grow, alternately. All few suggested revisions, to increase the clarity of the captured moment: full moon/through lacy clouds/slowly pulsates; full moon/through lacy clouds/seems to pulsate; and, it seems to pulsate/full moon/through lacy clouds. 
[image: image10.wmf] blue jay/perched/stone cold book (Ginny)
Responses: Again, it felt as though we needed just a bit more information to truly appreciate this haiku. One a very cold day, Ginny was caught by the image of the jay perching on the stone book held in the open hands of a stature on the grounds of monastery she was visiting. We all felt that just a little rearrangement and/or a couple of word changes would paint that image more clearly for the reader. Some of the suggested revisions: cold statue/a blue jay perches/in its hands; holding the blue jay/in its open book/stone statue; its open book/the blue jay’s perch/cold statue; cold statue/its open book/holds the blue jay.
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Originally we were going to hold a luncheon meeting at the Bon Secours Center in April. Please note that we have rescheduled the Bon Secours lunch meeting for June in order to accommodate a guest speaker in April. Renowned haiku poet and currently First Vice President of the Haiku Society of America, Michael Dylan Welch will be giving us a brief talk on “déja-ku” and answer our questions on the topic, all the way from Washington State via SKYPE. 
The next HPCM meeting will be held on Saturday, April 9, 2011, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., at the Skype-ready home of Tony Nasuta, 5 Hollis Court, Timonium, MD 21093. For directions, or if you have any questions, e-mail Tony at anasutajr@comcast.net. PLEASE be on time—and we will make every effort, as always, to end on time—so that we won’t impose too much upon Michael’s good nature.

As always, if you can’t attend the meeting in person, you’re encouraged to mail or e-mail haiku, comments, news, notes to share to: Cathy at cbetter@juno.com or 613 Okemo Drive, Eldersburg, MD 21784 USA; or to Elizabeth at efanto@verizon.net or 51 Gerard Ave., Timonium, MD 21093 USA. There will be snacks, as always; but feel free to bring something to share, if you’d like.
Respectfully submitted March 20, 2011

Cathy D.B. (Walker)
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