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Newsletter of the Haiku Poets of Central Maryland

Volume 8, No. 1.5                                                             February 2, 2011
T

he last meeting of the Haiku Poets of Central Maryland (HPCM) was held on Saturday, December 4, 2010, at the home of Cathy Drinkwater Better (Walker) in Eldersburg, MD. Attending were: Tony Nasuta and Elizabeth Fanto, both of Timonium, MD; Karen VanOstrand, of Sykesville, MD; Tim Singleton, who hails from Columbia, MD; and last—but certainly not least!—Hazel Witherspoon, of Baltimore. Poems and notes came by mail or e-mail (and even courier) from: Ginny Leidig (Joppa, MD); Rajib Phukan (Guwahati, Assam, India); Geert Verbeke (Flanders, Belgium); Edith Bartholomeusz (Phoenix, Arizona); Joan Murphy (West Hempstead, NY); Kirsty Karkow (Waldoboro, ME); and Roberta Beary (Bethesda, MD).
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Haiku Read Aloud[image: image3.jpg]



The following poems were read aloud at the meeting.

morning frost
the neighbor’s maple
 A New Year’s haiku
ablaze


      from Rajib:
~ Elizabeth         bridge of infinity

                                    goodbye old sun
standing in a queue          welcome new moon
my shadow slowly

moves past me

~ Elizabeth 
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personal belongings
on public display

…eviction notice
~ Ginny 

in the living room—
what do I need to clean

before my sisters come

~ Hazel

brambles veil

the empty farmhouse

door open, as always
~ Karen

 (More haiku from the meeting on page 2.)
Contests & Other Announcements
2011 Robert Frost International Poetry and Haiku Contests: This year the prize money has been raised and the top three winners’ poems will appear in the September/October 2011 Saturday Evening Post. For information and entry guidelines, visit to http://www.tskw.org/news-room/announcing-2011-robert-frost-international-poetry-haiku-contests/.
NCSU Insect Haiku Contest: North Carolina State University’s Insect Museum is hosting an insect-themed haiku contest. Haiku, senryu, haiga, and any other “one-breath” poems are eligible to enter, as long as they contain a reference to an insect or a related arthropod. Find entry guidelines and other information at http://insectmuseum.org/friends/.
On the Web: Read the latest issue of Contemporary Haibun Online: a Quarterly Journal of Contemporary English-Language Haibun at: http://contemporaryhaibunonline.com/.
Reading Material: Red Moon Press has a plethora of new books in print, including this year's anthology, evolution: The Red Moon Anthology of English-Language Haiku 2010 and Christopher Herold’s new book, Inside Out. Visit www.redmoonpress.com for information on all RMP publications.
More poems read aloud

rally for sanity
the crowd so huge

it’s crazy

~ Cathy
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crossroads

the wind takes my hair

the other way

~ Cathy (Shamrock No. 16, Autumn 2010. 2010 Irish Haiku Society Competition, Highly Commended) 
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through morning haze

full harvest moon

hangs in the cherry tree

~ Tony  
as raindrops fall

oak leaves weigh down

…the day  
~ Tony

windless night—

how many ways into this house

the moon has found


~ Tim
latitudes

the angry quiet

as she dusts the louver


~ Tim
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Member News
Congratulations: Recently the 2010 Gerald Brady Senryu Contest honored two of our members: Roberta Beary, Second Place, and Cathy Drinkwater Better,. Third Place. Roberta’s poem: “mother’s day / she puts me / on hold”; Cathy’s; “final note / my g-string / too tight.” Our own Kirsty Karkow, took Third Place in the 2010 Robert Speiss Haiku Award Competition with her poem, “a box turtle / slowly unpacks its legs… / first warm day”; and Tim Singleton won Second Place in the October 2010 Shiki Contest with his “dusk – / the geese / just darker than the sky.”
New Book: In other news, HIBIKI, a new book of haiku by Cathy Drinkwater Better and Geert Verbeke, is now available. Published in December 2010, by Empty Sky (Flanders, Belgium), it hit American shores at the end of that month. The 40-page, side-stapled, digest-size book is the first collaborative effort by Cathy and Geert. It contains two individual sections of 72 haiku each, one devoted to each poet’s work and beginning with a brief biographical note. HIBIKI (the title means “reverberation”) is available through the poets. For more information e-mail Cathy at  cbetter@juno.com or Geert at haikugeert@skynet.be. To order from Cathy, write her at 613 Okemo Drive, Eldersburg, MD 21784 USA.; the cost is $10, postage paid in the U.S. and Canada; $12 postage paid elsewhere. For ordering information from Geert, go to his Web site, http://www.haikugeert.net and click on CYBERWIT INDIA; or write to him at Leo Baekelandlaan14, B-8500, Kortrijk, Flanders, Belgium.
Just FYI (I’m not bragging, I swear!), Cathy D. B. was recently nominated for a Pushcart Prize literary award in poetry by the editorial staff of Magnapoets (editor-in-chief Aurora Antonovic). The work chosen for nomination was a tanka published in the January 2010 Magnapoets issue. The “Pushcart Prize – Best of the Small Presses” series has been published each year since 1976 and has presented hundreds of small presses and thousands of writers of poetry, stories, and essays in their annual collections.
HSA 2011 Quarterly Meeting Planning Update
As noted in The Dragonfly EXTRA earlier this month, our deep gratitude goes to Tony Nasuta, our “de facto committee chair,” for his proactive work in planning of the Haiku Society of America’s fourth quarterly meeting in the Baltimore metro area set for the first weekend in December 2011. Ce Rosenow, at HSA, is our contact there, and she’s been great, sending us all the information we need to get this project up and running. Tony, Hazel, Tim, Karen (if memory serves), and newest HPCM member Ginny (I hope I haven’t left anyone out!) visited and toured the prospective venue in January, Bon Secours Spiritual Retreat Center, braving the nasty weather. The next step is inking a contract, which Tony has been deputized to do. Bon Secours Spiritual Center, a quiet retreat and conference center, boasts a Japanese garden (which should be pretty even in late-fall/early winter), a full-size maze to walk in contemplation, and every amenity to make the HSA meeting a delight (we certainly hope!). Tim also has some “tour” ideas to take visitors off the Bon Secours campus to nearby locations such as the Howard County Conservancy, and Hazel is brain-storming welcoming swag baskets for the executive committee members who are attending (and, if budget serves, all attendees). There is going to be a lot of work to pull this off, and everyone is invited to pitch in—even from afar, if you can! Begin thinking about how you might want to lend a hand. We’ll have more details at the February 19 meeting. 
Treasury Report
As of this writing, we have $683.95 in the bank, with the contest entry fees for the ASW contest yet to be deposited.
Anita Sadler Weiss Memorial Haiku Awards Competition
The January 31 deadline for entries has arrived. Elizabeth is carefully logging in all entries. As of this writing, more than 230 individual  haiku have been entered and logged in. Once the full tally is complete—and double-checked—all entries will go to this year’s secret judge (Cathy is “interviewing candidates”; “begging” is such an ugly word) who be revealed along with the winners on April 1. As always, ALL CONTEST JUDGING IS DONE “BLIND.”
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The meeting with ended with a lively and constructive anonymous workshop. Some highlights:
[image: image11.wmf] twilight moment / swallows swooping— / the bats (Elizabeth)

Responses: Someone noted that this was quite explicatory; while somebody else noted the “tongue-twister” of “swallows swooping”—one those cases where alliteration hurts more than helps. Yet another person suggested a more pared-down version, or playing with the typography, the movement of the words, for a haiku that flows more readily. E.g., twilight / swallows / and bats (which several folks really liked!)
[image: image12.wmf] autumn dawn / streaks of pink and gold / accent the tawny oak (Tony)

Responses: Some people “heard” an m-dash at the end of line 1, but that was the only comment. People liked it very much.
[image: image13.wmf] after the holiday / the car took all my nickels / checking the couch cushions (Hazel)
Responses: This is a rich situation, easily mined for haiku; unfortunately this haiku required explanation by the poet for readers to understand it. The ability to grasp the import of the moment was hampered by metaphorical speech as well as an overload of information; some revisions would “help other people feel it,” as one poet said. Basically, the poet wanted to communicate that, after the holidays, she was forced to spend all her money on car repairs, necessitating that she go couch-cushion diving for nickels to make ends meet. To help readers “feel” this haiku, we suggested honing down to the fewest details possible and making the situation clearer. For example, after the holiday / giving the mechanic / the rest of my money; or even, post-holiday / giving the body shop / my last nickel. This would enable the reader to jump right into the scene and even identify personally with the moment.

[image: image14.wmf] a hummingbird visits / each blossom / I hold my breath (Karen)

Responses: Some said to “make this one moment”—e.g., hummingbird / on the (or “a”) blossom / …breathless. Others thought it was find; the instant of taking a breath and holding it being the “ah-ha!” moment.

[image: image15.wmf] butcher shop / we speculate / over what makes geese V (Tim)

Responses: We definitely knew where this one was going, but the way it was worded, or the lines broken, wasn’t getting us there. Lots of suggestions thrown out there: 1: insert an m-dash at the end of line 1; that sets the stage, goes from the shop to the human microcosm of “we” (presumably the customers, shoppers, etc.); 2. use the word “customers,” or a similar one for clarity; 3. say “wondering what makes geese….” instead of “speculating” (but: speculating implies discussion, while wondering connotes silence and therefore no “we” offering theories on why geese form a V in flight—which, by the way, was not immediately clear…it took a moment to “get it”); 4. move “over,” in line 3, to end of line 2 and introduce a the gerund form, “speculating”; 5. simplify the picture with fewer words or syllables; or 6. begin with the people (customers speculate / what makes geese V / butcher shop). Another idea: butcher shop / shoppers speculate / on why geese V.

[image: image16.wmf]Next Meeting [image: image17.wmf]
O

ur next meeting will take place on Saturday, February 19, 2011, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. (give or take a few minutes) at the Joppa, MD, home of Ginny Leidig. Address: 115 Shell Cove Court, Joppa, MD 21085 (“about two miles from the Mountain Road/95 intersection on Rumsey Island in Joppatowne”). For directions, or if you have any questions, e-mail Ginny at ginleidig@aol.com. As always, if you can’t come to the meeting, you are welcome to—Nay, encouraged to!—mail or e-mail haiku, comments, news, notes to share, etc., to Cathy at cbetter@juno.com or 613 Okemo Dr., Eldersburg, MD 21784 USA; or to Elizabeth at efanto@verizon.net or 51 Gerard Ave., Timonium, MD 21093 USA.
the winter sun-
on the horse's back
my frozen shadow
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Your obliging editor,

Cathy D. B.

February 2, 2011


The Dragonfly is distributed by e-mail wherever possible to members, haiku friends,

and those who have expressed an interest in HPCM; otherwise, it is sent by first-class U.S. mail. 
