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The Haiku Society of America Fourth-quarter Meeting

I

n place of HPCM’s regular December meeting, the Haiku Poets of Central Maryland were pleased and honored to host the Haiku Society of America’s fourth quarterly meeting for 2011.
Nearly a year in the planning, “A Haiku Retreat” took place Friday, December 2, through Sunday, December 4, at the Bon Secours Spiritual Center (BSSC) in Marriottsville, MD. We welcomed a total of 21 participants who came from near and far for three days of tranquility, nature, and contemplative and creative pursuits. The weather cooperated by giving us three days of clear sunny skies and temperatures in the mid-fifties during the day.
Attending part or all of the meeting were: James Aaron; Susan Antolin; Roberta Beary; Elizabeth Black; Mark Brager; Anne Burgevin; Ellen Compton; Robert Ertman; Elizabeth Fanto; Robert Fanto; Dianne Garcia; Ginny Leidig; Barry Mohr; Brenda Mohr; Michael Morrell; Tony Nasuta; Tim Singleton; Hazel Witherspoon; Susan Wyman; Thomas Wyman; and Cathy Drinkwater Better (Walker).
The meeting drew participants from as far away as California; Seattle, WA; and Indianapolis, IN; and as nearby as the state capital, Annapolis, MD; as well as Virginia, Pennsylvania, and the Washington, DC area. I hope I haven’t forgotten anyone or any place!
The Haiku Retreat was planned and executed by a core group of local HPCM members (and one HPCM’er recently relocated to Piscataway, NJ—we miss her a lot!): Elizabeth Fanto (Timonium, MD); Tony Nasuta (Timonium, MD); Tim Singleton (Columbia, MD); Mark Brager (Columbia, MD); Ginny Leidig (Joppa, MD); Hazel Witherspoon (Piscataway, NJ); and Cathy (Drinkwater Better) Walker (Eldersburg, MD). 

On Friday evening, after a delicious dinner in the BSSC dining room, we came together in our designated meeting area: the extremely comfortable and spacious Sr. Angelique Gaey Room, which boasts a view of—and direct access to—BSSC’s Japanese garden. Cathy and other HPCM members informally greeted participants who had been arriving throughout the afternoon and evening and went over the features and options available at BSSC, including: the Labyrinth, the Peace Garden, and 300-plus acres of rolling hills and woodlands. We also caught up with distant friends, met new ones, and had a delightful time settling in and getting acquainted. 
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The Japanese garden at BSSC.
Between dinner and the welcome get-together, some attendees took advantage of the opportunity to attend a delightful musical concert in progress in BSSC’s beautiful chapel. “That music feeds me!” exclaimed one HSA member, who was probably expressing a bit of what all those listening felt.

A book table set up to one side of the meeting area and maintained throughout the three-day event, displaying and selling books and other materials by HSA and HPCM members.
We were honored to have Susan Antolin, editor of HSA’s newsletter Ripples, in the house representing the HSA executive committee. After breakfast on Saturday morning Susan updated us on HSA goings-on by sharing a letter from the executive committee, after which discussed briefly a few of topics that may be coming up for consideration before HSA in 2012. 
For those who wanted to participate, Ginny Leidig led a Saturday ginko walk at BSSC. It began with the Japanese garden and moved on to the Peace Garden, where visitors over the years have created small stone cairns; and then to the Labyrinth, which was swept clean of autumn leaves; some meeting-goers chose to walk the Labyrinth, a favorite pursuit among those who visit BSSC.
Plenty of “quiet time” was built into the schedule each day, during which attendees could enjoy creative endeavors, meander the surrounding hills and woodlands, gather in small groups, or simply recharge their batteries in the peaceful, tranquil atmosphere for which BSSC is so well known. 

After Ginny’s on-site ginko, members of HPCM presented a brief poetry reading in honor of our guests. This was followed by a presentation and workshop by Roberta Beary entitled, “Haibun: The Good, the Bad, and the Boring.” After sharing solid advice for creating effective haibun, Roberta used a couple of sample haibun from an HPCM member for a “workshop” in which she detailed ways to improve the works and provided an enlightening before-and-after comparison.

After a lunch buffet in the BSSC dining room—where all meals were held during the HSA meeting—Tim Singleton gave a talk: “becoming beautiful—a responsibility of haiku in bio-regionalism and environmental literacy.” This eye-opening presentation, which incorporated a PowerPoint slide show throughout, explained Maryland’s new “No Child Left Inside” initiative—other states are now beginning to follow suit—that reintroduces children to the natural resources in and around their home locales. The program encourages students to discover, enjoy, respect, and protect these resources. Tim explained how haiku poets, working directly with students through the schools and other programs, can help tencourage and deepen in children a love of and involvement with nature that is often lacking today due to our more sedentary lifestyles and numerous indoor pursuits (e.g., video games, online social networks, and TV). Major food for thought.
Shortly after his talk, Tim then led interested attendees on a ginko hike at nearby McKeldin Falls in Patapsco Valley State Park. At McKeldin Falls, the Patapsco Rivers plunges 12 feet within 60 feet, creating a small falls and white water rushing and tumbling over rocks that eventually resolves into a pond in the one-time quarry below; and then a gentler watercourse through the park as the Patapsco continues its journey toward the Chesapeake Bay. With the sun low in the mid-afternoon sky, we first viewed the falls from above, then clambered down the steep, rocky hill to get nearer the white water, walked beside the lake, and hiked a short way  down the tributary, over rocky terrain, where we saw rock formations, cliff walls, woodlands, and an accommodating blue heron, who kindly agreed to pose for a long while so we could snap photos.
After dinner that evening Ellen Compton opened and moderated a discussion on “Memory, Imagination and the Authentic Haiku Moment,” wherein we enjoyed an animated discourse on the legitimacy of memory and other cognitive processes—such as combining memories out of time for effect—in the creation of an “authentic” haiku. 
Sunday morning, after breakfast, HPCM hosts Elizabeth and Cathy led a well-attended and dynamic haiku workshop; followed by an “open mike” poetry reading. Many of those presenting work for either the workshop or the reading had written their haiku during their time at BSSC. 
Finally, after lunch, where one-time strangers who had become friends over the previous few days dined together one last time, guests said their goodbyes and began departing for points north, south, east and west as they headed home (except one couple, who liked BSSC so much, they decided to stay another night!). Cathy, the last one out the door, turned off the lights on her way out.
Finally, we’d like to say that HPCM has never had so much fun—or worked so hard!—in all our time together. We want to thank everyone who attended the HSA’s fourth quarterly meeting for 2011, and everyone from HPCM and BSSC who made our Haiku Retreat possible, from the bottom of our collective heart; and also to thank the Haiku Society of America for giving us this incredible opportunity to be of service, and to meet and commune with HSA members from across the country.

Next HPCM Meeting

The next meeting of the Haiku Poets of Central Maryland will be held sometime in January; date and location still to be determined. We’ll keep everyone posted!

In the meantime, enjoy the holidays! We wish EVERYONE who reads this a Merry Christmas, a Happy Chanuka, a Joyous Kwanzaa, and very Happy, Healthy, and Blessed New Year!
Your faithful (and exhausted) editor,

cathy db
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A portion of the Peace Garden at BSSC, with small stone cairns created and left throughout the entire garden by visitors over the years.HSA may very well have contributed to these….
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